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Gitanjali Foundation
Environmental Policy

Overview:

The Environmental Policy of Gitanjali Foundation underscores our unwavering
commitment to environmental sustainability. It delineates the guiding
principles, objectives, and strategies we deploy to minimize our ecological
footprint and promote environmental stewardship within the communities we
serve.

Mission Statement:

Gitanjali Foundation is committed to advancing environmental sustainability
through responsible practices and educational inifiatives. Our mission is to
safeguard and preserve the environment by embedding sustainable
development principles into all facets of our programs and operations.

Principles:

1. Sustainability:
% We pledge to use resources responsibly and sustainably, ensuring our
activities do not hinder the ability of future generations to meet their
needs.

2. Environmental Protection:
)

% We aim to minimize our environmental impact through waste
reduction, energy conservation, and biodiversity promotion.

3. Education and Advocacy:
% We are dedicated to raising awareness about environmental issues
and advocating for policies and practices that protect the
environment.

4. Community Engagement:
% We collaborate with local communities to develop and implement
sustainable practices that enhance their quality of life and safeguard
natural resources.

5. Compliance and Best Practices:
% We adhere to all relevant environmental laws and regulations and
strive to exceed these standards through best practices in
environmental management.
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Objectives:

1. Reduce Carbon Footprint:
% Implement energy-efficient practices across our operations.
% Advocate for the use of renewable energy sources.

2. Minimize Waste:
% Establish waste reduction, reuse, and recycling programs.
% Reduce reliance on single-use plastics and promote sustainable
alternatives.

3. Conserve Water:
% Introduce water-saving measures in our facilities.
% Promote water conservation practices within the communities we
serve.

4. Promote Sustainable Agriculture:
% Support and encourage sustainable farming practices among local
farmers.
% Educate communities on organic farming and the benefits of reducing
chemical usage.

5. Enhance Biodiversity:
% Protect and restore natural habitats.
% Encourage the planting of native species and the conservation of local
wildlife.

Strategies:

1. Operational Sustainability:
% Conduct regular energy audits to identify and implement energy-
saving measures.
% Install energy-efficient lighting, heating, and cooling systems across all
facilities.
% Utilize renewable energy sources such as solar and wind power where
feasible.

2. Waste Management:
% Set up waste segregation systems to differentiate between recyclable
and non-recyclable materials.
% Partner with recycling companies to ensure the proper disposal of
waste.

% Implement composting programs for organic waste.
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3. Water Conservation:
% Install water-saving devices, such as low-flow faucets and toilets.
s Implement rainwater harvesting systems to collect and use rainwater.
s Educate staff and communities on the importance of water
conservation.

4. Sustainable Agriculture:
% Provide training and resources to local farmers on sustainable farming
techniques.
% Promote the use of organic fertilizers and pest control methods.
% Support the creation of community gardens and urban farming
initiatives.

5. Biodiversity Conservation:
s Collaborate with environmental organizations to protect and restore
natural habitats.
% Promote tree-planting initiatives and the creation of green spaces.
% Educate communities on the importance of biodiversity and methods
to protect local wildlife.

Implementation and Monitoring:

1. Environmental Management System:
% Develop and implement an Environmental Management System (EMS)
to monitor and manage our environmental impact.
% Conduct regular environmental audits fo assess compliance with our
policy and identify areas for improvement.

2. Staff Training and Awareness:
% Provide regular fraining for staff on environmental sustainability
practices.
% Encourage staff to adopt environmentally friendly practices both at
work and in their personal lives.

3. Community Involvement:
% Engage with local communities to promote environmental awareness
and action.
% Partner with schools, local governments, and other organizations to
implement community-based environmental initiatives.

4. Reporting and Transparency:
% Publish an annual environmental report detailing our progress towards
our environmental goals.
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% Maintain transparency in our environmental practices and engage
stakeholders in our sustainability efforts.

Goals and Targets:

1. Short-Term Goals (1-2 years):
% Reduce energy consumption by 10% across all facilities.
% Achieve a 50% recycling rate for waste generated by our operations.
% Establish rainwater harvesting systems at 50% of our facilities.

2. Medium-Term Goals (3-5 years):
% Transition to 100% renewable energy for our primary operations.
% Eliminate single-use plastics from our facilities and programes.
% Implement sustainable farming practices in 75% of the communities
we support.

3. Long-Term Goals (5-10 years):
% Achieve carbon neuftrality in our operations.
% Establish comprehensive water conservation programs in all
communities we serve.
% Protect and restore 100 hectares of natural habitat.

Conclusion:

The Environmental Policy of Gitanjali Foundation exemplifies our dedication to
sustainability and environmental stewardship. By integrating sustainable
practices into our operations and programs, we aim to protect the
environment, promote community well-being, and ensure a sustainable future
for all. Our proactive approach to environmental management, coupled with
our commitment to education and advocacy, will enable us to make a
significant positive impact on the environment and the communities we serve.
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